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Higher Education Emergency Relief Funding (HEERF) 

Proposal Recommendation 

Please submit this form with any recommendation for Higher Education Emergency Relief Funding (HEERF). 

Proposals should identify clear goals, objectives, and quantifiable metrics. There are strict federal guidelines on 

how HEERF funds can be utilized. More information can be found on the U.S. Department of Education HEERF 

Funding main page, along with an extensive FAQ here. 

 

Proposals that are determined to be an allowable use in accordance with the United States 

Department of Education guidelines will be made available to the college community for 

comment. Submission of proposals does not guarantee approval or appropriation.  

 

Proposal Title: 

 

Name: 

 

Position Title: 

 

Department: 

 

Email: 

 

Is this purchase in response to COVID-19? 

 

Was this part of your departmental budget prior to COVID-19?                                    

 

If yes, how much was allocated for this purpose?     

           

There are five main categories, and your proposal must fall under one of the following. Please choose 

which category your proposal falls under:                

 

 
Please explain how your proposal fulfills the purpose of the category you selected, what the 

current barrier is, why this proposal is needed to address that barrier, and how this proposal 

furthers the college’s goal of creating a more equitable institution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposal Description (Attach additional documents above as needed): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office of the Controller 

Division of Finance and Strategy 
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Elizabeth Arendt

Department Chair

We are requesting funding to purchase a one-year license to provide DL chemistry students with access to the ACS Essentials of Lab Safety for 

General Chemistry program.  While the name implies that this program is geared to General Chemistry students, it would be beneficial to 

students taking any chemistry lab course.  Additional information is attached.  

NA

No

Enhance Distance Learning

Yes

earendt@ccri.edu

ACS Essentials of Lab Safety for Chemistry Students

Students in DL or remote chemistry courses who are using at-home lab kits do not experience the same level of hazardous situations that 

students who complete experiments in the on-campus chemistry labs.  With this newly-designed, online safety program created by the 

American Chemical Society (ACS), DL students would have a more robust chemistry lab experience to enhance their DL course.  

Chemistry

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/heerf/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerffaqsoct2020rollup.pdf
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Please explain how the proposal aligns with one (or more) of the goals outlined  

in the Strategic Plan. 

 

Goal 1: Enhancing Student Success and Completion 

Goal 2: Expanding Partnerships and Programs 

Goal 3: Strengthening Institutional Effectiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

Please outline quantifiable metrics of this proposal: 

 

 

 

 

 

How will this proposal be sustained after the HEERF funding period?  
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X

 

After the HEERF funding period, we expect to have had time to find funding to support and perhaps expand this endeavor so that we can 

continue it beyond 2022.  

Chemistry labs can be intimidating in part because students worry about safety.  Providing students with the tools to be safe while 

performing experiments both at home and ultimately in a formal laboratory setting will help students be more confident and successful in 

the lab which will ultimately enhance their success in their entire course.  

 

The Chemistry department has determined that students, especially DL students, would benefit from more safety training.  If not covered 

under HEERF funding, we may have to postpone use of this safety training until such a time when we are able to complete a budget priority 

request. 

11/22/2021 | 9:47 AM EST

 

Unexpected expense due to COVID and DL Chemistry Labs. Question 21 HEERF 

FAQ includes technology costs and trainings associated with and needed for DL. 

X

Purchasing, leasing, or renting additional equipment or software to

enable distance learning.

 

11/22/2021 | 8:52 AM PST

 X

 

 

11/22/2021 | 11:54 AM PST
None

X

  

  



When COVID hit, the Chemistry Department pivoted from students conducting in-

person experiments under the watchful eyes of their professors to students conducting at-

home experiments alone using commercially available lab kits.  While these kits are designed to 

be safe, chemistry faculty members feel that students would benefit from more intense safety 

training.  The ACS Essentials of Lab Safety for General Chemistry program 

(https://solutions.acs.org/solutions/institute/acs-essentials-of-lab-safety-for-general-

chemistry/) provides just such training.  It is not a program that we could reproduce ourselves.  

The interactive program is an online, 90-minute experience geared toward undergraduate 

students.  The program provides real-life situations in chemistry labs to guide students to make 

good choices and develop safe habits in the chemistry lab.  The program is intended to be 

completed by students prior to them conducting any hands-on experiments.  At the conclusion 

of the program, the student who successfully completes a capstone “Day in the Lab” experience 

receives a certificate to show the professor.  A student who does not successfully complete the 

capstone experience is given the chance to review the prior lessons so they will eventually be 

successful as well.  While all chemistry students would ultimately benefit from this course, at 

this time we are requesting the funds needed to provide the course to all DL students taking a 

chemistry course with a laboratory component.  The course costs $26 per student and we 

estimate that we will have 600 DL students in the 2021 – 22 academic year.  Thus, we are 

requesting $15,600 to provide this invaluable tool for all DL chemistry students during 2022.   
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